Battle River
Watershed

wa ter shed the area
of land that catches
precipitation and drains
into a larger body of
water such as a marsh,
stream, river or lake.
[syn: basin]

BRWAG Forum IV: Wa-
ter Licensing; Managing
Supply & Demand
9:30am-12:30pm

Elks Club, Hardisty

Solar Pumps in Action
& 1st Annual Vermillion
River Watershed BarBQ
Tour: 1:00-6:00pm

Bus leaves Jackfish Lake
Regional Park for tour of
water pumping systems at
MTC Cattle Co. and Ran-
nach Grazing Reserve.
Register by June 10.
BarBQ: 6:00-9:00pm
Jackfish Lake Reg. Park.
Register by June 13
Cost: $10/person
Contact: Mona Lee Kirk-
land (780) 853-8104 or
Maureen Rue (780) 853-
6838.

Water Quality Sampling
on the Battle River

An open invitation to see
water quality sampling in
action and ask questions
about Battle River water
quality. A number of loca-
tions along the Battle
River are being sampled
monthly until September.
Contact: Chris Teichreb
at Alberta Environment
(403-341-8613)

Municipalities and in-
dustry are licensed to with-
draw approximately 25,000
decameters® of water from
the Battle River every year.
However these sectors of-
ten only use a portion of the
water they've been allo-
cated, or they return much
of the water they use back
to the river. For example
water used in households
in towns and cities is mostly
returned to the river via
sewage treatment systems.

Thus actual water use by
these sectors is 11,000 de-
cameters® per year, with
the oil and gas industry
only using a fraction of the
water they are licensed to

use. Municipalities use
about half of their li-
censed water volume.

Water use by other
sectors in the Battle
Watershed (e.g. agricul-
ture) will be explored in up-
coming Water Forums and
newsletters.

Licensed Water Use from Battle R.
60,000 decameters®/year
(21% of natural flow)

Injechiq
12%

Actual Water Use from Battle R.
45,000 decameters®/year
(16% of natural flow)

Municipal
3%

The City of Camrose
has recently introduced a
new tool for encouraging
water conservation.

Wayne Drop will be the
water conservation mas-
cot for the City of Cam-
rose. Wayne Drop is a su-
perhero who will be fight-
ing off the water waster
villains in our community.
The mascot was created
by Vicki Cole, the Educa-
tional Promotions Coordi-
nator for Kids Camrose.
This educational program
targets students with nu-

merous environmental
programs.

Wayne Drop will be
making appearances dur-
ing water conservation
school programs water
treatment plant open
house, Alberta's Water
Quality Awareness Day,
the Yellow Fish Road,
Water Watch Dog pro-
grams, trade shows, pa-
rades and more.

The City is hoping that
Wayne Drop will add to
the City's current water
conservation programs.

Wayne Drop
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The Battle River Water-
shed Advisory Group
(BRWAG) is attending
seven water manage-
ment forums held
monthly from March to
September 2005.

The presentations
given at the water man-
agement forums will be
posted on our website
(under construction) and
summarized in our
monthly newsletters.

Although the Forum
Series was designed for
BRWAG members. There
may be space for addi-
tional observers.

Contact Rhonda King
at: (403) 340-7195 or
rhonda.king@gov.ab.ca,

Note date changes in red.
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Municipal & industrial
water use were the topics
of the Battle River Water-
shed Advisory Group’s
(BRWAG) third water man-
agement forum. The forum
was held on May 11th, at
Castor’s Golden Circle
Club.

John Thompson, with
Watrecon Consulting, pre-
sented data on how much
water municipalities, power
generation, and oil and gas
industries were really us-
ing, versus the amount
they are licensed to use.
All three sectors use less
water than allowed under
their licenses.

Alvin Beier, an approvals
technologist with Alberta

Environment, presented

information about sewage
treatment and stormwater
systems used by towns and
cities in the Battle water-
shed.

Ted Gillespie, City Engi-
neer for City of Camrose,
shared information about
Camrose’s water and waste
treatment systems.

He was followed by Dr.
Gerhard Benade, with the
East Central Regional
Health Authority. Dr. Be-
nade spoke on the impor-
tance of using a watershed
approach to help protect
water quality and prevent
water-borne disease.

Phil Taylor presented for
ATCO Power, describing
the Forestberg power plant
and its water needs.

Leo Touchette with the
Alberta Energy and Utili-
ties Board (EUB) was
also on hand to talk
about the role of the EUB
in regulating oil and gas
developments in the wa-
tershed.

The session was fin-
ished by Tim Belec from
the Battle Lake Water-
shed Enhancement Soci-
ety. Tim spoke on the cu-
mulative effects of oil and
gas activity in the Battle
Lake area.

The speakers’ presen-
tations are summarized in
the notes opposite.
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BATTLE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT PLANNING
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