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wa� ter� shed  the area 
of land  that catches 

precipitation and drains 
into a larger body of 

water such as a marsh, 
stream, river or lake. 

[syn: basin] 
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Surface water de-
mands in the Battle wa-
tershed are expected to 
increase by about 5.6% 
over the next 25 years, ac-
cording to a recent water 
use report by Watrecon 
Consulting. Most of the in-
creased demand will be for 
stock watering, primarily in 
the middle and eastern por-
tions of the watershed.  

Growing municipalities, 
particularly in the water-
shed’s west end, will also 
put increased demands on 
surface water supplies. 
While most municipalities 
should be able to accom-
modate increased water 
use within the scope of 
their existing water li-
cences, some of the faster 
growing communities, in-
cluding Camrose and 

Wetaskiwin, are projected 
to exceed their water li-
cences within 20 to 30 
years.   

While water use in the oil 
and gas industry is on the 
decline, other industrial 
uses of water –such as 
manufacturing, agricultural 
processing, and gravel pro-
duction –are expected to 
climb as regional econo-
mies diversify.   

The amount of surface 
water currently licenced for 
use in the Battle River Wa-
tershed is 60,000 dam3/
year. However, current sur-
face water consumption 
(actual use) is only about 
45,000 dam3/year. With a 
5.6% increase over 25 
years, water use will rise to 
47,500 dam3/year. This in-
crease can be largely met 

within existing licenced allo-
cations, using water licence 
transfers as  a way of redis-
tributing water to new in-
dustries (see article on Wa-
ter Licence Transfers on 
page 2).   
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BRWAG Forum VII: 
Dams, Weirs, Recreation 
& Biodiversity 
9:30am-12:30pm 
* � � � � � ��+	%� ��,	- � �� � �&� �� 	
 � � �� � �!�( � � �  � 	. �� � 	/ ' 01	
23
 45	43
 "6� 7#	
 


 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Water Quality Sampling  
/ � 	� � � � 	�� 8��� ��� � 	�� 	�� � 	� � &��� 	
�� 	� � � 	� � �� �	9� � ���+	� � � � ��� � 	�� 	
� � ��� � 	� � 	�� � 	: � ���� 	( �8� ��		
 � � �� � �!�* � ��� 	� � �� � �� &		/ ' 01
23
 45	43� "� $� 4	 

� ������ � ��	 
� ���
��� ������ � ��	 
� ���
��� ������ � ��	 
� ���
��� ������ � ��	 
� ���
��� ������ � ��	 
� ���
��� ������ � ��	 
� ���
��� ������ � ��	 
� ���
��� ������ � ��	 
� ���
����������
	 	 	 
� ����
���
�	 ��
��� 
� 
��	 	 	 
� ����
���
�	 ��
��� 
� 
�� ��



� � � � � �� � � � �� 	 � 
 � �� �
 � � �� � �� � � � � ��� � � �� � � � � � � � �� � �� � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� �� � � � � � � � �
 � � �

cence application. When 
Alberta Environment re-
ceives a transfer application,  
all potential impacts are 
looked at. Although water 
transfers must occur in the 
same watershed, the use 
and timing of the withdrawal 
can be different. 

Take for example a com-
pany that has a water li-
cence for oilfield injection. 
Typically, the amount of wa-
ter injected declines as an 
oilfield matures and yields 
drops. The company finds 
itself using less than what its 
licence allocation permits. 
The company could then 
transfer part of it’s licensed 
allocation to a new enter-
prise, like a green house 
business, wanting to start up 
in the watershed. 
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transfer all or part of their 
licenced water allocation to 
a new user. Importantly, the 
seniority of the licence is 
also transferred. In this way, 
a new enterprise can secure 
a higher seniority licence 
and increase the reliability of 
their access to water. 

There is good news for 
the environment too. Up to 
10% of the transferred water 
volume can be held back by 
the Province to bolster river 
flows. This can help restore 
the health of a degraded 
aquatic ecosystem. Every-
one within the watershed 
benefits. 

For a legal water transfer 
to take place, an application 
must be made with Alberta 
Environment. The process is 
similar to a new water li-

In areas experiencing 
increasing water demands 
and a limited water supply, 
new projects have had no 
option other than applying 
for new water licences with 
junior priority.  

Water rights in Alberta are 
prioritized using the First in 
Time, First in Right principle, 
meaning those with the old-
est water licences have sen-
iority and therefore priority 
access to water during short-
ages. Junior licence holders 
face the risk of not being 
able to withdraw water until 
senior licence holders have 
satisfied their water needs.   

However, with water trans-
fers in effect as part of an 
approved water manage-
ment plan for a watershed, 
existing licence holders can 
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The Battle River Water-

shed  Advisory Group 
(BRWAG) is attending 
seven water manage-
ment  forums held 
monthly until Sep 2005. 

The presentations 
given at the water man-
agement forums are 
posted on our website 
and summarized in our 
monthly newsletters.  

Although the Forum 
Series was designed for 
BRWAG members there 
may be space for other 
observers.   
Contact  Rhonda 
King at: (403) 340-
7195 or rhonda.
king@gov.ab.ca 
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(Courtesy of Cows & Fish. Illustrations originally produced for Bow 
Habitat Station by Liz Saunders) 
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